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Welcome to Wheels news, monthly newsletter of WHEELS, South Africa’s only motoring annual. The purpose of Wheels news    

is to inform you of developments in the world of wheels in a light-hearted way. If you would like a friend(s) to receive Wheels   

news in future, please send his/her e-mail address to angie@wheelsannual.co.za. If, however, you would prefer not to receive 

Wheels news in future, click on the unsubscribe link at the end of this newsletter. Visit the WHEELS motoring annual website       

at www.wheelsannual.co.za. 

New models 

Honda Civic 

The ninth generation of Honda’s Civic was introduced to the South African motoring press in George 

recently. The range consists of eight models, with two engine variants, three specification levels and two 

gearbox choices on offer. Read more. 
 

 

Hyundai H1 Multicab 

First there was the H1 Bus, Hyundai’s people carrier. Then came the H1 Panel Van for the transportation 

of goods. Now the H1 Multicab has arrived, offering a combination of the attributes of both the Bus and the 

Van. Read more.  
 

 

Mazda3 

In order to make it an even more attractive proposition to prospective buyers, the Mazda3 has undergone 

a few changes for the 2012 model year. It is still available as a four-door sedan and a five-door hatchback 

and there are four specification levels in the range. The Original marks the entry into the range followed by 

the Active and Dynamic models, with the Individual topping the line-up. Read more. 
 
 

Abarth 500 

In the spirit of the legendary 500 Abarth cars of the late Fifties and Sixties, Abarth’s first interpretation of 

the new incarnation of the Fiat 500 has blasted onto the local scene. Combining technology, performance 

and safety, the 500 Abarth draws on the brand’s heritage and experience in the racing arena. Read more. 
 

 

Newsflashes 

• The transport department reports that 13 439 drivers were arrested between December 1, 2011 and January 8, 2012. Certainly 

sounds like a step in the right direction, except for the fact that 9 222 of those arrests were on outstanding warrants. That 

means that only 4 217 of the motorists who ended up behind bars were arrested for traffic offences. Over 2 000 people were 

arrested for drinking and driving, while a lowly 50 were caught with fake documentation. That’s a good start, but not nearly 

enough considering that almost 1 500 people lost their lives on our roads during the holiday season. 

• South Africans bought 571 425 new vehicles in 2011. That’s an increase of almost 16% over the previous year, but still 

nowhere near the record 714 315 units that were sold in 2006. With more than 60 brands and well over 2 000 model derivatives 

of cars and light commercial vehicles available, the new-vehicle sales turnover of the local industry grew by some 18% to R160-

billion. In addition, an estimated 650 000 used vehicles were sold during the same period. 

• Rumour has it that Volkswagen will complete its takeover of Porsche this year. VW already holds a 49,9% stake in the luxury 

car group and may be buying a 50,1% majority for the bargain price of R40-billion. Strangely enough, Porsche tried to take over 

VW in 2008, but the attempt failed dismally and VW ended up bailing out Porsche. There is no official word on the deal yet. 

• Formula One chief executive Bernie Ecclestone wants to see World Champion Sebastian Vettel dethroned in 2012. Although 

he’s an avid fan and good friend of the 24-year old Red Bull driver, Bernie believes it would be better for the sport if a new 

champion was crowned. “I would prefer a fight for the title right to the end of the season,” the 81-year old commented.  

• Who pays when the wrong fuel damages your vehicle’s engine? Although consumers have a responsibility to ensure that the 

correct fuel is used to fill their vehicles, they can claim against the fuel retailer for engine damage if they can prove that a so-

called “cocktail mistake” was made by the petrol attendant. While most comprehensive policies cover accidental damage to the 

insured vehicle, some insurers specifically exclude damage caused by incorrect use of fuel. As such, policy holders should 

make sure that their policies do indeed cover them in the event of accidental damage to their vehicles. 

• The Automobile Association (AA) has joined the debate over the much-hated Gauteng e-tolling plan. It has welcomed the fact 

that the minister has listened to the public outcry and protest and has postponed the implementation of the system. However, 

according to Gary Ronald, head of public affairs at the AA, there still isn’t a confirmed cancellation of the tolls. Until that 

happens, the AA has come up with a “no toll” bumper sticker as a way for motorist to register their displeasure at the toll 

system. The bumper stickers cost R10 each from AA stores. 
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New products 

2012 Pirelli calendar  

There was great excitement in New York when the 39
th

 edition of the annual Pirelli calendar was 

introduced late in 2011. The calendar is famous for its limited availability because it is not sold and is 

only given as a corporate gift to a few important Pirelli customers and celebrity VIPs. The 2012 calendar 

was photographed in Corsica by world-renowned fashion photographer Mario Sorrenti and features A-list 

models and actresses. The calendar features 25 photographs – 18 black-and-white and seven in colour. 

The interactive calendar allows its proud owner to switch the girls at will. It was first published in 1964,   

but was discontinued in 1974 as an economising cut-back owing to the world recession from the oil shock. It was revived 10 years 

later and has been published regularly ever since. 
 

Quad Recovery Kit 

Owning and riding a quad bike is great fun. Getting stuck in deep mud or soft sand isn’t. That’s when 

you realise just how much a quad bike actually weighs and how difficult it can be to get out of tricky 

situations. It is in times like this that the Quad Recovery Kit, from SecureTech, comes in handy. 

Designed for vehicle to vehicle recovery or self recovery if your ATV has a winch, this kit has just 

about everything you need for a safe and painless recovery. It includes two alloy bow shackles, two 

recovery bridles, one pull/winch extension strap and one kinetic snatch strap, all neatly stored in a 

durable bag. For further information contact michael@liftlash.co.za.  
 

The iPhone case that heals itself       

What do an iPhone and a Nissan Murano have in common? Both can benefit from Nissan’s scratch shield 

paint. The Nissan Scratch Shield iPhone case features the brand’s pioneering self-healing paint finish. When 

damage such as small scratches occurs to the coating, the chemical structure is able to react and change 

back to its original shape. Small scratches will disappear in as little as an hour, but more severe blemishes 

can take up to a week to heal. Although still in the testing phase, this special iPhone case could go on sale 

later this year. It is compatible with the iPhone 4 and iPhone 4 S. 
 

Money madness 

In the September 2011 edition of Wheels news we ran a story on the Richard Mille RM 027 wrist watch that 

sells for R3,8-million. Cheap skates. The new Franck Muller GIGA Tourbillon will set you back one million 

pounds sterling. That’s about R12,2-million! No wonder the poor dislike/distrust/detest the rich. Read more 

about the Franck Muller time piece at www.marcuswatches.co.uk. 

 
 

Heard this one? 

Because of its lack-lustre performance during the 2011 F1 season, Ferrari decided, as a goodwill gesture, to enter a minibus-taxi 

complete with its unlicensed driver, in the final event of the year. The minibus won hands down. It set off before the lights changed, 

weaved its way through the starting grid and didn’t bother to change tyres when they were worn out. On the victory lap the Ama-

Ferrari team driver also picked up 35 passengers along the way, which helped to pay some of Ferrari’s expenses.  

Places to visit 

Towards the end of 2011, the WHEELS team had the privilege of visiting Rio Azul, 

a luxury beach resort located on the banks of the Govuro River in Mozambique. 

Overlooking the estuary, Rio Azul is situated approximately two kilometres from the river 

mouth, about 80 kilometres north of Vilanculos as the crow flies. The mangrove estuary 

system covers an area of around fifty square kilometres and the waterways of the main 

and sub rivers extend for more than a hundred kilometres. Visit www.rioazul.co.za or     

e-mail info@rioazul-lodge.com for additional information. Read more. 
 

Rory says 

Rory Byrne (left) made his name as one of the most talented and successful designers of Formula One    

cars. WHEELS publisher, Adri Bezuidenhout (right) was fortunate enough to meet up with him recently. Read 

the full interview at www.wheelsannual.co.za. 
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Toyota ς history makers at the 2012 Dakar Rally 

Three cheers for Toyota and their efforts in the 2012 Dakar Rally run in South America. First cheer 

goes to Giniel de Villiers and his German co-driver Dirk von Zitzewitz for finishing third. Second cheer 

goes to Argentine privateers Lucio Alvarez and Bernardo Graue for finishing sixth. Third cheer goes to 

Duncan Vos and Rob Howie for finishing eleventh. Why are we so excited about the results? Firstly, 

the three Toyota Hilux pick-ups were built and developed in South Africa by Toyota Motorsport under 

team leader Glynn Hall. Secondly, all three vehicles completed the 8 000-kilometre journey through 

Argentina, Chile and Peru without any mechanical problems. The punishing conditions included high-

speed stages through desert scrubland, dry river beds, canyons, temperatures above 40 degrees Centigrade in the Atacama 

Desert and crossing the Andes Mountains (4 700 metres above sea level) in sub-zero temperatures. Thirdly, the Toyotas were on 

the pace from the very first stage in Argentina at the beginning of January. In fact, De Villiers completed the entire event without 

ever falling out of the top five and running as high as second on day four and in the top three for the last four days. 

Websites worth visiting 

Are you a gadget freak? Visit www.allcoolandnew.com. 

At www.doitnow.co.za you will find the latest news on adventure, sport and lifestyle. 

Pre-owned 

Looking for a pre-owned vehicle? Visit www.callacar.co.za and www.imperialselect.co.za. 

Car complaints? 

Contact the independent Motor Industry Ombudsman of South Africa at www.miosa.co.za.  

The service is free of charge. 
 

Motorsport calendar: February 2012 

World Rally Championship (WRC) Pro-Tour 

9 – 12 February (Rally Sweden) 18 February (Phakisa) 

Competition 

Congratulations to Frikkie du Toit, winner of the December/Clarkson No Limits DVD competition. The question was:  

Name any finalist in the 2012 WesBank/SAGMJ Car of the Year competition. Answer: 2011 Citroen DS4 THP 200 Sport.  

No comment 
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